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Over the years, the Po Leung Kuk Law's Foundation School, a special
school, has sought to incorporate art into its teaching curriculum and
develop art forms that are suitable for students with Severe intellectual
Disabilities (SID). To enhance integration between mainstream and
special schools, they organised joint-schools arts activities under the
theme “In Art We Trust” in 2010/11. These brought together both able-
bodied and disabled students, allowed them to demonstrate their talents
as well as leam and benefit from each other

Making the Best of the Students' Personalities
One of the project’s highlights was the school touring inclusive drama
workshop. This allowed Intellectual Disabilities (ID) students to visit
different mainstream schools, during which they interacted and engaged
in drama activities with the mainstream students. During games like
Improvised Theatre, the instructors helped ID and mainstream students
to create ad-hoc plays together. As the Activities Counsellor of the PLK
Law's Foundation School, Chan Siu-lun, explained: "Some students often
appeared to be aloof. So we got them to play the role as a boss in “Boss
and Staff' or the customer in "Customer and Salesperson’. Basically,
the idea was to give full play to the students' individual personalities.
Everyone got very involved and had lots of fun in the process.”

The school participated in the Joint-Schools Drama Festival by staging
its own large-scale original musical, *Children of the Opera”. It was the
only SID school involved. In additional, it was also the only performing
group from a SID school to participate in the RTHK's “Solar Project”.
When it participated in the large-scale community camival "Bread &
Puppet”, the school invited puppeteers to hold on-site workshops to
teach students how to make puppets. The youngsters were also involved
in community parades and stage performances, a chance for close
interaction with the public and other participants. A joint-schools arts
creation day and exhibitions were also held to facilitate better public
understanding of ID students and the arts produced by the disabled.
“Arts are the best medium for students to get in touch with the
community and be accepted by the public,” Chan said.

The “Five Senses” Method of Drama in
Education

This year, the school introduced new drama-in-education methods of
teaching based on drama in order to cater to the abilities and needs of
the students. The new courses it developed - the Improved Core Course
and Integrated Arts Advanced Course — feature the “Five Senses”
Method of drama in education, for which drama is used to open up the
sensory perceptions of the students and guide them towards certain
educational outcomes. “Students with severe 1D have diverse levels of
cognitive abilities. So, we decided to focus on sensory stimulation, such
as changes in light, colours and ambiance, to help them express different
facial expressions and actions,” Chan said. Given the very positive
results, the school will continue to incorporate art into its curricufum.

The school actively implements arts education by using art to explore

the potentials of ID students. Not only does it open up and develop
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